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International Conference

Geopolitical Challenges of the Russian-
Ukrainian War, from the Black Sea to the

Arctic Ocean

November, 3"4-5t 2022

PROGRAM

Venue: University of Bucharest, Faculty of Law (Mihail
Kogalniceanu blvd., No. 36-46), 1% Floor, Stoicescu Hall.



THURSDAY, November 3™, 2022:

9:00-9:30 — Registration

9:30-10:15 - Opening

Prof. Dr. Mihai Razvan Ungureanu, Director of the
Romanian Centre for Russian Studies, University of
Bucharest, Romania

Prof. Dr. Marian Preda, Rector, University of Bucharest,
Romania

Dr. Arild Moe, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo, Norway

10:15-12:00 - 1% Panel:
The Russian-Ukrainian War — a Challenge for the
International Security Order

Chair: Dr. Iver B. Neumann

Prof. Dr. Anatoliy Kruglashov (Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi
National  University, Ukraine): Russia's War:
Targeting Europe and the International Order via
Ukraine

Dr. Mykola Kapitonenko (Institute of International Relations
of Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University,
Ukraine): How Did Russian Invasion to Ukraine
Change the European Security Environment? (online)

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schneckener (Osnabriick University,
Germany): What Comes After? Consequences of the
War Against Ukraine for European Security Order(s)

12:00-12:15 — Coffee break



12:15-14:00 — 2" Panel:
Diplomacy — Any Chance for I1t? Before and After the War

Chair: Prof. Dr. Mihai Razvan Ungureanu

Dr. Iver B. Neumann (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo,
Norway): The Future of Diplomacy as an International
Institution after the Ukraine War

Dr. Cristian Nitoiu (Institute for Diplomacy and International
Governance, Loughborough University London, United
Kingdom): Internationalising the Conflict in Ukraine:
The Role of Power and Legitimacy

Dr. Shpend Kursani (University of Tartu, Estonia):
Theoretical Problems when Predicting Wars and
Challenges to the Territorial Status-Quo: Some
Reflections from Russia’s War on Ukraine

14:00-15:00 - Lunch

15:00-16:45 — 3" Panel:
What Propaganda Means? ,,News” and Truth — an Ongoing
Tension

Chair: Prof. Dr. Valentin Naumescu

Dan Perry, M.Sc. (Managing Partner to Thunderll, former
Mideast/Europe/Africa, Editor, Associated Press; Tel
Aviv, Israel): The Convergence of the Crisis in News
and the War in Ukraine

Dr. Andreas Umland (Stockholm Centre for Eastern European
Studies, Swedish Institute of International Affairs,
Sweden): Russian Fascism? Diverging Classifications
of Putin’s Regime before and after 24 February 2022

Dr. Agne Cepinskyte (S&P Global, Lithuania): Concessions
over Restrictive  Measures  Against  Russia:
Compromising to Contain Conflict or Compromising
the Sanctions?



16:45-17:00 — Coffee break

17:00-18:45 - 4" Panel:
New Challenges for the Baltic and Arctic Security
Architecture

Chair: Dr. Andreas Umland

Minna Alander, M.A. (Finnish Institute of International
Affairs, Finnland): Changing the Geography of
Deterrence: Nordic-Baltic Security Architecture after
Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine

Dr. Anne-Kristin Jorgensen (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo,
Norway): Norwegian-Russian Relations: The End of a
Balancing Act?

Dr. Arild Moe (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo, Norway):
Russia and the Svalbard Archipelago: Constrained
Security Policy

18:45-20:00 - Dinner



FRIDAY, November 4%, 2022:

9:30-11:15 - 5" Panel:
Geopolitical Challenges in the Black Sea — the Secret of
Deep Waters

Chair: Dr. Arild Moe

Dr. Deborah Sanders (King’s College, London, United
Kingdom): Continuity and Change in the Black Sea
after the Russian Invasion of Ukraine

Prof. Dr. Valentin Naumescu (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-
Napoca, Romania): NATO’s Geopolitical Perspectives
in the Black Sea Region, after the Russian Invasion of
Ukraine

Dr. Armand Gosu (Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania): The Consequences
for Romania of Russia’s Aggression against Ukraine

11:15-11:30 — Coffee break

11:30-13:15 — 6" Panel:
The Republic of Moldova: an Unofficial Target of Russian
Invasion in Ukraine

Chair: Dr. Shpend Kursani

Dr. Urban Jaks$a (ISCTE - University Institute of Lisbon,
Portugal): On Puppets and Self-Fulfilling Prophecies:
De Facto States of the Black Sea Region in the Context
of the Russo-Ukrainian War

Keith Harrington (PhD candidate, Maynooth University,
Ireland): Responses to Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine in
Transnistria and Gagauzia

Dr. Adrian Nae (Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania): Russia’s



Propaganda Targeting Moldova in the Context of the
War in Ukraine. Case-study: The Telegram Channel
Pridnestrovets

Dr. Marius Diaconescu (Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania): Risks and
Benefits for the Republic of Moldova During the
Russian-Ukrainian War

13:15-14:30 - Lunch

14:30-16:15 — 7™ Panel:
Turkey’s Interests into the Russian-Ukrainian War? Are
There Any?

Chair: Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schneckener

Dr. Nicholas Barker (University of Birmingham, United
Kingdom): Rethinking International Policy Responses
to Separatism and Statehood Conflicts in Europe:
Insights from the Caucasus and the Balkans

Dr. Elnur Ismayil (Istanbul Medeniyet University, Turkey):
Security Challenges in the South Caucasus in the
Context of the Russo-Ukrainian War

Hasmik Khachatryan, M.A. (Armenia): Turkey’s Quest for
Rimland and Strategic Posturing vis-a-vis EU, US, and
NATO (online)

Dr. Catilin Costea: (Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania): Turkey's Role and
Interests in Signing the Istanbul Agreement

16:15-16:30 — Coffee break



16:30-18:00 - 8™ Panel:
Continuity in the Russian Political Narrative: Cultural,
Historical, Politic? Any Continuity?

Chair: Prof. Dr. Radu Carp

Dr. Iulia Mustitea (Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania): Eastern Europe’s
Image in Post-Communist Russia. A Dialogue among
Equals or Primus Inter Pares? (online)

Natavan Alieva, M.A. (International Black Sea University,
Thilisi, Georgia): Understanding the Role of the
Russian World Narrative in Russia’s Foreign Policy:
2007-2022

Dr. Lesia Bidochko (National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy”, Ukraine): Change and Continuity in
Russian Propaganda in Ukraine Before and After the
Full-scale Invasion

Robert-Gabriel Ticaldu (PhD student, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania):
Perceptions of Belarusian Officials Toward the Russo-
Ukrainian War

18:00-19:00: Round table:
Perspectives on Peace in Ukraine

Organizer: Dr. Marius Diaconescu
Chair: Prof. Dr. Mihai Razvan Ungureanu

19:00-20:00: Dinner



SATURDAY, November 5", 2022:

9:30-11:15 - 9™ Panel:
Economic impact of the war. Who Cares, Who Suffers, if
Any?

Chair: Dr. Anne-Kristin Jorgensen

Olga Pindyuk, M.A. (Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies/WIHIW, Vienna, Austria): Russia’s
Invasion of Ukraine: Assessment of the Humanitarian,
Economic, and Financial Impact on Short and Medium
Term (online)

Prof. Dr. Olga Brusylovska (l.I. Mechnikov National
University, Odesa, Ukraine): The Russia-Ukraine War
2022: Some Impacts on the China-Ukraine Relations
and Global Chains (online)

Dr. Oana Poiana (Institute of International Relations and Area
Studies, Babes-Bolyai  University, Cluj-Napoca,
Romania): The Energy Revolution Triggered by the
Russo-Ukrainian War and its Repercussions on the
Black Sea Regional Power Redistribution

Dr. Carmen Gina Achimescu & loana Roxana Oltean
(Faculty of Law, University of Bucharest, Romania):
Settled and Pending Maritime Disputes in the Black Sea

11:15-11:30 — Coffee break

11:30-13:15 — 10" Panel:
What Comes Next? Rethinking of the International
Institutions. Who Is the Culprit?

Chair: Dr. Cristian Nitoiu

Mag. Sebastian Schiiffer, M.A. (Institute for the Danube
Region and Central Europe, Vienna, Austria): Future



Scenarios for Enlargement and European Integration
in the Context of the Russian War Against Ukraine

Dr. Ana-Maria Albulescu (Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania): A War with
far Reaching Consequences: A Preliminary Assessment
of the United Nations’ Response to the Conflict in
Ukraine

Dr. Noela Mahmutaj (Institute of FEuropean Studies,
University of Tirana, Albania): The New Geopolitical
Order in the Black Sea: Russia's Role in the Region

Ramon Loik (PhD candidate, International Centre for Defence
and Security, University of Tartu, Estonia): Russia’s
Hostile Info- and Cyber-Enabled Info-Operations
Against Ukraine Before and During the First Phase of
24 February 2022 Invasion: Lessons Learned (online)

13:15-14:30: Lunch

14:30-16:00 — 11" Panel:
Glaube als Nationale Bedeutung? Churches, Beliefs, and
National Minorities as Geopolitical Actors

Chair: Dr. Armand Gosu

Dr. Cezar Marksteiner-Ungureanu (Austria): Is the Eastern
Orthodox Church a Geopolitical Actor? Building a
Christian Agenda Based on Peace Ethics in Eastern
Europe (online)

Prof. Dr. Radu Carp (Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania): National Minorities
in the Odessa Oblast: a Model of Coexistence or
Tensions Ahead?

Dr. Andra-Karla Anghel-Sienerth (Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania):



Russian-Backed Referenda as Means of Asserting
Independence and/or Sovereignty in Ukraine

16:00-16:15 — Coffee break

16:15-18:00 — 12 Panel:
The Crise is Here. Any Room for Further Understanding of
the Crises? What Comes Next? General Apocalipsis or a
Solution?

Chair: Dr. Marius Diaconescu

Prof. Dr. Anja Mihr (Center on Governance through Human
Rights, Berlin & OSCE, Academy in Bishkek): Never-
ending' Democratic Transition in the Post-Soviet
Space: The Case of the Five Central Asian States
(online)

Dr. Adrian-Bogdan Ceobanu (Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania): Capital
Without Diplomats? The Evacuation of Foreign
Diplomatic Missions from Kyiv (January-March 2022)
(online)

Daniel Racaru (PhD student, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania): The 1921
Romanian-Polish Treaty — a Possible Cooperation
Model in Eastern Europe

Laurentiu Plesca (PhD student, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania): The
Russian Media Narrative Regarding the Crisis
Surrounding the Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant



18:00-18:15
Closing Remarks:
Prof. Dr. Mihai Rizvan Ungureanu (Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania)
Dr. Anne-Kristin Jorgensen (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo,
Norway)

18:15-19:30 — Dinner

SUNDAY, November 6t 2022:

12:00: Check-out of the hotel

The organizers provide accommodation for all guests between
2" and 6" of November (4 days).

Longer stay before or after the conference has to be covered
by the participant himself / herself.

Thank you for your understanding.

Wish you all a nice experience in Bucharest!



List of participants:

1) Dr. Carmen Gina ACHIMESCU, Lecturer, Faculty of
Law, University of Bucharest, Romania
(carmen.achimescu@drept.unibuc.ro)

2) Minna ALANDER, M.A., Finnish Institute of International
Affairs, Finnland (minna.alander@fiia.fi)

3) Dr. Ana-Maria ALBULESCU, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(anamariaalbulescu@gmail.com)

4) Natavan ALIEVA, M.A., International Black Sea
University, Thilisi, Georgia (natalieva002@gmail.com)

5) Dr. Andra-Karla ANGHEL-SIENERTH, Romanian
Centre for Russian Studies, University of Bucharest,
Romania (andrakarla@ymail.com)

6) Dr. Nicholas BARKER, University of Birmingham,
United Kingdom (n.barker@bham.ac.uk)

7) Dr. Lesia BIDOCHKO, National University of “Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy”, Ukraine
(bidochko.lesia@gmail.com)

8) Prof. Dr. Olga BRUSYLOVSKA, I.I. Mechnikov National
University, Odesa, Ukraine (brusylovska@onu.edu.ua)

9) Prof. Dr. Radu CARP, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(radu.carp@unibuc.ro)

10) Dr. Adrian-Bogdan CEOBANU, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(bogdan.ceobanu@yahoo.com)

11) Dr. Agne CEPINSKYTE, S&P Global, Lithuania
(agne@cepinskyte.com)
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12) Dr. Catilin COSTEA, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(costea.catalin-alin@fspub.unibuc.ro)

13) Dr. Marius DIACONESCU, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(mariusdiaconescu@istorie.unibuc.ro)

14) Dr. Armand GOSU, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(armand.gosu@me.com)

15) Keith HARRINGTON, PhD candidate, Maynooth
University, Ireland (keith.harrington.2015@mumail.ie)

16) Dr. Elnur ISMAYIL, Istanbul Medeniyet University,
Turkey (elnur@gmx.de)

17) Dr. Urban JAKSA, ISCTE - University Institute of
Lisbon, Portugal (urban.jaksa@iscte-iul.pt)

18) Dr. Anne-Kristin JORGENSEN, Fridtjof Nansen
Institute, Oslo, Norway (akjorgensen(@fni.no)

19) Dr. Mykola KAPITONENKUO, Institute of International
Relations of Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko
University, Ukraine (nickolay.kapitonenko@gmail.com)

20) Hasmik KHACHATRYAN, M.A., Armenia
(hasmik.khachatryan@coleurope.eu)

21) Prof. Dr. Anatoliy KRUGLASHOV, Yuriy Fedkovych
Chernivtsi National University, Ukraine
(a.kruglashov@chnu.edu.ua)

22) Dr. Shpend KURSANI, University of Tartu, Estonia
(shpend.kursani@ut.ee)

23) Ramon LOIK, PhD candidate, International Centre for
Defence and Security, University of Tartu, Estonia
(ramon.loik@gmail.com)

24) Dr. Noela MAHMUTAJ, Institute of European Studies,
University of Tirana, Albania
(noela.mahmutaj@unitir.edu.al)
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25) Dr. Cezar MARKSTEINER-UNGUREANU, Austria

26) Prof. Dr. Anja MIHR, Center on Governance through
Human Rights, Berlin & OSCE, Academy in Bishkek
(amihr@governance-platform.org)

27) Dr. Arild MOE, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo, Norway
(amoe@fni.no)

28) Dr. Iulia MUSTATEA, Romanian Centre for Russian
Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(iulia.mustatea@gmail.com)

29) Dr. Adrian NAE, Romanian Centre for Russian Studies,
University of Bucharest, Romania
(adrian.nae@icub.unibuc.ro)

30) Prof. Dr. Valentin NAUMESCU, Babes-Bolyai
University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
(valentin.naumescu@ubbcluj.ro)

31) Dr. Iver B. NEUMANN, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo,
Norway (ibneumann@fni.no)

32) Dr. Cristian NITOIU, Institute for Diplomacy and
International Governance, Loughborough University
London, United Kingdom (c.nitoiu@Iboro.ac.uk)

33) loana Roxana OLTEAN, PhD student, Faculty of Law,
University of Bucharest, Romania
(iroltean@gmail.com)

34) Dan PERRY, M.Sc., Managing Partner to Thunder11,
former Mideast/Europe/Africa, Editor, Associated
Press; Tel Aviv, Israel (danperry2018@gmail.com)

35) Olga PINDYUK, M.A., Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies/WIIW, Vienna, Austria
(pindyuk@wiiw.ac.at)

36) Laurentiu PLESCA, PhD student, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(plesca.laurentiu@fspub.unibuc.ro)
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37) Dr. Oana POIANA, Institute of International Relations
and Area Studies, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-
Napoca, Romania (poiana.oana@ubbcluj.ro)

38) Daniel RACARU, PhD student, Romanian Centre for
Russian Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania
(daniel-iulian.racaru@drd.unibuc.ro)

39) Dr. Deborah SANDERS, King’s College, London,
United Kingdom (deborah.sanders@Kkcl.ac.uk)

40) Mag. Sebastian SCHAFFER, M.A., Institute for the
Danube Region and Central Europe, Vienna, Austria
(s.schaeffer@idm.at)

41) Prof. Dr. Ulrich SCHNECKENER, Osnabriick
University, Germany (ulrich.schneckener@uni-
osnabrueck.de)

42) Robert-Gabriel TICALAU, PhD student, Romanian
Centre for Russian Studies, University of Bucharest,
Romania (ticalau.robert-gabriel@fspub.unibuc.ro)

43) Dr. Andreas UMLAND, Stockholm Centre for Eastern
European Studies, Swedish Institute of International
Affairs, Sweden (andreas.umland@ui.se)

44) Prof. Dr. Mihai Razvan UNGUREANU, Romanian
Centre for Russian Studies, University of Bucharest,
Romania (mihairazvan.ungureanu@istorie.unibuc.ro)
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